2020-2021 BSP#2 Group Time Discussion
(For Discussion in Monthly Zoom Meeting)

(A) BB FEFEERAYEE H Questions for Studying and Understanding (15 minutes)

1. Most commentators consider Onesimus a run-away slave with no plan to return. Can you
suggest a good reason to dispute this presumption?
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2. Read 1:19a. Isn’t it obvious that Paul writes the whole letter himself? Why is it necessary
for Paul to say he writes this “in his own hand”?
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(B) A EANEH 1 H . Reflection and application question (15 minutes)

“Therefore, although I have the full right in Christ to order you to do what is proper,

| rather urge you out of love...” (1:8-9). For Paul, Christian authority is exercised to serve the
growth of the faith community with loving persuasion, not to satisfy one’s own ego. On a scale of
1 to 10 — 1 being dissimilar to Paul’s style, and 10 being similar - how would you assess your own
style of using your authority as a leader — in your church group or community, in your family, at
work, etc.? If, unfortunately, it’s closer to “1”, please identify from Paul’s personal example in
Philemon a reason for you to change and share it with your group members.
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